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The Copy of the Kings Maieſties Letters Patents, concerning the reformation of the Abuſes vſed in melting and 
making cop of Lead, And the Sealing of the ſame. 


9 PBythe Graceof God,King of England, Scotland, France, 4 Ireland; Defender of the Faith, gc. To all to whom 
theſe pꝛeſents ſhall come, greeting. Whereas Wie are giuen to vnderſtand, that by the diggers 4 getters of Leads 
Oareout of the Pynes within this Kingdome of England andthe Dominion of Wales, the ſaid Dare is carryed 
and conueped bnto diners Pelting oz Smelting houſes, where the ſaid Dare is mclted z made intogreat Lumpes 
9 1 02 pertes of Lead, commonly called Pigges oꝛ Sowes of Lead : And that diuers abuſes, deteipts, fraudes,pzactiſes 
and deuices are there daily vſed and committed in the melting and making vp of the ſaid Sowes 03 Pigges of Lead, 
by putting therein great lumpes of Scindars x other vnp2ofitable ſtuſfe, not only to the diſgrace and vilifipng of that commodity, but alſo to the manifeſt w2ong any 
p2cindice aſwell of ds and of the Subiecs of our owne U ingdomes, as of all other Nations and Countries which buy and dle the ſame; Foz our better ſatiſfacion 
wherein, wee referred the examination and conſideration thereoftocertaine our Commiſſioners. And whereas the ſaid Commiſſioners haue certified in w2iting 
vnder their hands, that it appearethaſwecll vpon conference with the Plombers that haue the greateſt dealing in Lead, as with ſundzy Parchants of this our Realme, 
Chat the ſaid Infomation giuen to Us is true, and thata refozmation herrin is deſired, and that it is a great diſgrace to the Lead of this Realme in Fozraign parts, 
that the ſame abuſes are not refozmed; and that the ſame abnſe appeared alſo, not onely by appꝛobation vpon melting of diuers Sowes and Pigges, o2 quantities of 
Lead, in which there was found ertrao2dinary waſte that was god foz nothing; Bat alſo by ſcucrall Certificates from Marchants in Fozraiane parts which hang 
bought of the ſaid Engliſh-Lead, and haue certified that there is great deteipt vſed in the ſaid Lead that cometh into Foꝛraigne parts out of this our Realme of Eng- 
land. And that thoſe that do melt the ſaid Lead in Fo2raign parts, do alwaies find great heauy peces of vnp2offtable ſtuffe in the midſt of the Pigges which can be put 
to no vſe, a that oftentimes they find great ſtones in the middeſt therof,ts the great loſſe of thoſe that deale with the ſame # fo2 which they could neuer get reſtitntion; 
t laid Marchants ſhall be foꝛced to giue ouer their dealing with Cngliſh-Lead, vnleſle the abuſes were refozmed. And the ſaid Commiſſtoners hath likewiſe certified vnto Us, that foꝛaſmuch 
ared bnto them, that there is Abuſe and deceipt vſed in making vp of Lead, wherof both the Plombars e Parchants deſire refozmacton; They hold it fit gconuenient,that ſome courſe ſhonld 
therin,ſo as neither the Plombar that dealeth with the commodity at home, noz the Parchant that ventureth the lame abꝛoad in Foꝛtaigne parts, might haue cauſe to complaine ashertofoze 
donc. 
hauing had confideration of the pzemiſſes, and being very deſirous, t holding it in our Pꝛintely Judgment a thing moſt it, and p2operly belonging to dur Regall Office, by the belt e moſt ſp&dy 
We maß to pꝛeuent, ſubuert and cxtinguiſh frandes + pzactiſes 2ttempted and pnt in vꝛe fo2 vniuſt and pꝛiuate ends, and foꝛ particular lucte and gaine, to the generall detriment and pzetndice 
on · wealth of this our Kingdome, attended with the diſgrace 4 diſcredit of the Barchandizes of theſame, and the hindzance of the trade and Cratique of aur Subieas in Fo;raigne parts; 
bbeen famous thꝛoughout all Nations. And finding no better way fo: the effecting therof,then by ymploying ſome perſon oz perſons of truſt x skill,whe may ſarney + ſæ to the melting e making 
aid Lead into Pigges 02 Sowes of Lead befs2eit bcſent from the melting houſes,02 by other coauenient meanes may try : pzoue the godnes # well making of the ſaid P igges and Sowes of Lead, 
her Lead by what nameſacuer melted 02 made, and therupon ſet a Parke 02 Stampe on them foz the better vnderſtanding ofthe true making bp therof, Of Dac certaine Knowledge x mers 
have willed, oꝛdained, conſtituted and appointed, and by theſe pzeſents, foz Us, our Yeires and Duccefſozs, Doe will, oꝛdaine, conſtitute and appoint, that foz ener h@reafter there ſhall be an 
hich hall be, and ſhall be called the Office of Surucyo; of As, our Yeires x Succeſſ9:s of Lead. And that there ſhall be foꝛ ever hereafter, one o mozeperſon oz perſons, by Us, our Peires 
uſſoꝛs to be nominated 4 appointed, which ſhall be, and ſhall be called the Þurnepo2 c @urueyozs of Ns, our Veires 4 Sutceſſoꝛs of Lead. Unto which Dfficer E Dfficers, Wee doe hereby 
ut Heires 1 Succeſſo2s, giue £ grant fall power, and authozity by himſelfe oꝛ themſelues, oꝛ his oz their ſufficient Deputy oz Deputies,aMigne 02 aſſignes, from time to time to repaire but all 
the melting oz (melting houſes, which now be, oz herafter ſhall be, within our ſaid Realme of England, and Dominion of Wales, oz any part of them, o either of them, where Lead is, oz ſhall 
)0:made vp, and there to haue and take a diligent veiw 4 Suruey of all Leadſo melted oz mads vp within our ſaid Realme 4 Dominion. And alſo to onerſe the melting a making vp thereof, 
ile by all god waies and meanes Yee oz they map, to ſearch t try the ſaid Pigges 4 Sowes,and other quantities 02 lumpes of Lead fo to be made, and bpon appꝛobation thereof, to be god qPar- 
lead, to ſet a Parke 03 Stampe vpon it, whereby the buyer of theſame Lead map be aſſured of the godnes 4 well making vp 4 melting of the fame. And to thaß end g purpoſe Our will e plea⸗ 
d wer doe heerby foꝛ Us, our Veires e Succefſo2s,grant that the ſaid Officer oz Officers, hall and map haue a Scale o; tampe tobe vſed by him, oz them, oz its oz their Deputy oz Deputies, 
me may alter, bzcake, 02 make anew at his, and their pleaſure. | | : : : 
d further, Wee doe heerby foz As, our Yeires and Succeſo2s,gine power 4 authozity vnto the ſaid Officer and Officers ſo as afozeſaid to be nominated x appointed, by himſclfe oz themſelnes, 
their Deputy oz Deputies, to doe any other lawfull acts tending to the refozmation of the abuſes, pꝛactiſes x deccipts afozeſaid,accozding to our true intent t meaning in theſe pꝛeſents erpzeſſed. 
hecnd that ſuch perſons as ſhall herafter offend in any the pꝛemiſles, map be left withoutexcnſe,and receine ſome condigne puniſhment foz ſuch their offences, Wee doe by theſe pꝛeſents alſo foz 
pcires 4 Duccefſo2s,ſtraightly charge, pꝛohibite and fo2bid all, and all manner of perſons whatſoener,that they oz any of them doe not at any time oz times herafter attempt oʒ pꝛeſume to takt 
wap any Lead from, oꝛ out of any melting oꝛ ſmelting honſe within this our Realme of England, oz the Dominion of Wales, oʒ any part of them oz either of them,befoze þ ſame Lead be duly tri- 
ted 4 Sealed by the ſaid Officer oꝛ Otkicers, oꝛ his oꝛ their aſſignes, Deputies oꝛ ſeruamts, oz ſome oz one of them, who foz that purpoſe at all times conuenient ſhall attend the ſame, vpon paine 
ture of all fuch Lead ſo taken,oz carryed away from the ſaid melting oꝛ (melting houſes contrary to the true meaning of theſe pꝛeſents, and alſo vpon paine of our heauy indignation q diſpleaſure, 
further paines, penalties puniſhments,and ympziſonments, as by any of the Lawes oz Statutes of this Nealme can oz map be inflicted vpon the offenders harm foz their contempt oz diſobedt⸗ 
heaking oz contemning this our Ropall Commandement. ; : : ; 
in the better helpe and alliſtance of the ſaid Officer : Dfficers,and his t their alignes, Deputies x ſeruants in this ſernice, foꝛ the better diſconery of the fraudes and abuſes afozeſaid, Wer dos 
ds, our Heires t Succeſſo2s,giue full power e authozity vnto the ſaid Dfficer and Officers,and his and their aſſignes,Deputies, andſeruants, oz any of them, fromtime to time, and at all 
iter at his and their t tuery 02 any of their will and pleaſure,aſwell by night as by day, to goe on Bo2d, view, and ſearch, andſuruey every Ship, vefſell 02 bottome ryding oz lying within 
, Bauen 82 Creeke of this Realme of England, oz the Dominion of Wales, 03 any part thereof, and by dap time with the aſſiſtance of a Conſtable, oz other Officer, to goe and enter into any 
dawlt, Ware-hauſe,ſhop, 02 other place, to ſee if there ſhall be any Lead taken ozcarryed from the melting oꝛ ſmelting houſes afo:cſaid, bofaze the ſame hath bene veiwed, weighed, tried and 
ittoꝛding to the true meaning of theſe p:eſents;and there in due +lawfnll maner to ſeize,take t carry away all ſuch Lead as he oz they, oʒ any of them ſhall find to be ſo taken t carryed from the 
houſes vnweighed and vumarked, contrary to our pleaſnre herein erp:eſſed; The moitie 02 one dalfe of all which fozfeitures, wee doe foz Ns, aur Heires and Sucteſſoꝛs, giue and grant to the 
ler and Officers, and his e their Deputies and aſſignes : And the other moytie thereof, we will call be rcſerned 4 anſwered to the bſe of Us, our Heites and Succeſſozs, 
becauſe the well managing of this buftnes tendeth to the great benefit of all perſons that ſhall be occaſtoned to vſe any of the ſaid Lead, i that the ſame cannot be vndergene without great 4 dayly 
in the maintenance of fit and able Deputies, ꝙiniſters, and other perſons to attend the execution of the ſermce incident to the afo2eſaid Dffice; Wee doe heerby foz Us, our Peires qDucceſſozs, 
te £ oꝛdaine, that it ſhall and may belawfull fo2,amd alſo giue power + authoꝛity vnta the ſaid Officer and Officers,from time to time heerafter by himſelfe,o2 themſelues, oꝛ his oz their aſſgnes 
ts oz ſeruants, to aske, demand, reteiue 2 take of every Owner and Owners, Maker # Bakers vp of Lead, foz the viewing, ſurneping, trying e war king of euery Vundzed waight of Leadatany 
rafter to be melted and made vp within this our Uingdome of England, and the Dominion ok Wales, oz either of them, and which by the laid Officer oꝛ Officers, oʒ their, oꝛ any of thcir aſſignes, 
hed 4 marked acco2ding to the true meaning of theſe pꝛeſents, the Sum of Two pence of currantmoney of England, which ſais 


ts, e ſeruants, oꝛ ſome, oꝛ any of them ſhal be viewed, ſurneved, weighed a mart 
Two pence — eucry — waight of the ſaid Lead, Our pleaſure likewiſe is, ſhall be taken, retetued and paid at the melting oz ſmelting heuſes bofoꝛe the ſaid Lead be ſold, vttered oz diſ⸗ 
out of the lame; And that the (aid Two pence vpon enery Hundꝛed waight of the ſaid Lead appointed to be reccined 4 taken as afozeſaid,be foʒ cucr heerafter vnited 4 annexed to the ſaid Offics 


u duty to be taken and receiued fo2 the ſurueping,viewing,trying # marking the ſaid Lead; And that the ſaid fee oz duty be taken t recetued by the ſaid Officer 02 Otkicers, oꝛ his 02 their depw 
fignes in manner afo:cſa1d, without the let 02 contradiaton of Us,our Deires 02 Duccefſo2s,02 any of our, oz their Officers 02 Miniſters. oz other perſons whatſoeuer. 

fo: the better effecting of Our will + pleaſureherin, E NO UL. pr, that wee repoſing aſſured truſt + confidence in the vnderſtanding, fidelity 4 circumſpectton of our wel-beloned Henry Bell Ef 
Our cſpeciall Grace and certaine knowledge, and mere motion, haue giuen and granted, and by theſe pꝛeſents fo2 Us, our Peires t @nccefſo2s,Uee doe giue 4 grant vnto the ſaid Henry Bell, 
Lead, with the appurtenances, And him the ſaid Henry Bell, and his aſſignes,the Surucpoz: Suruepois of As. out 


aſignes the koꝛeſaid Office of @uruepo2, of Us, our Veires 4 Ducceſſo2s of Li | | | | | | 
— of Lead, to doe, perfoꝛme, and execute all and ſingular the pꝛemilles by the Officer 02 Dfficers afozeſaid, acco2ding to the true meaning hereof to be perfozmed, Act doe foz Us, 


es and Succeſſo2s, make, oꝛdaine, create and conſtitute, by theſe pzeſents. ; | | | ; 
haue and to hold the ſaid Office, together with all and ſingular the powers, pꝛiuiledges, Fees,duties,fo2feiturcs,and pꝛemiſſes to the ſaid Henry Bell, and his aſſignes by himſelfe,o2 themſelues 


their ſutkictent Oeputy oꝛ Deputies, foz and during the teacme, and vato the fullende tearme of Thirty and One yteres from the day of the Date of theſe pꝛeſents, next enſuing and ſully to bee 


and ended, 
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